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T | = This book is not a guide to solving

| transboundary water problems but is
intended to equip provide practitioners -
at all levels — with the knowledge, tools,
and practical examples to inform
thinking of context-driven solutions to
prevent and mitigate tensions over
shared waters and to use water to
strengthen social cohesion, build trust,
and promote peace and security.
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Countries with case studies

Case studies
include all scales;

* transnational,
* subnational, and
* community level.
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Download your copy at waterdiplomacyhandbook.com
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Key Takeaways

* Gender considerations are almost entirely absent from water diplomacy

« women remain underrepresented in water processes and institutions

* Gender mainstreaming alone is not enough to ensure gender equity in the hydro- diplomatic process
* gender transformative actions need to be considered

The role of women in water diplomacy is critical to ensuring the best and most sustainable outcomes
PRECISE steps can be taken to ensure fair and equal representation in these processes:

- gender budgeting

- Avoid tokenism

- Involve men in championing gender equality in decision making and negotiation processes
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Table 251 Eveohihon of the Concepts of Gender and Dievel oposent

Comceard Timaline Focns
Wonsen 1 Imtated m the Promoted a more actve role of wonsen 1n society and econonmc
Devrelopanent 2ih cenbury developiment, peosthy m Western sormieties and as an evoluhon
WATTEY) urifil the of fermmast movermernts m MNeorth America. Unfl the 1970,
earky 19705 WID inffuenced MNG0s, donors, and govermments m theor

development projects and achons onented toward the promotion
and mprovemsent of conditons for wonsen (Bosenap 1975,

Wonmen amd late 19705 As a erthemae of WID, WAD promoted the 1dea that women
Dievelopment (Fuost T had always been part of development, buf they were never
AT Whorld recogmized 1n their role becanse of the existence of a patnarchal
Conference econommic systern. WAD addresszad the condifions of wonwen wl h
on Womenmm  in the Global South and openly denounced the relations Routledge Handbook of
Meraco Crtw betoreen capitalist development and patmarchy. An moportant \Water Dinlomac
in 197%) advancement of pender studies was the contibution of WAD valer Liplomeacy

1n the asserbon that wromen should o longer be considerad
passive recipients of development ai1d but rather becone achve
actors and parficipants in development projects. WAD promoted
altermative mstiubons for wonsn and women-specific prosrams.
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(Grender and 1980s rooted The GATY approach elaborated more on gender roles, specdhcally

Developament m Indha was on the disproporironate bhnden of the neclhiberal agends of i :

(GALY) recognized at the Washington Consensus on women in the Global South. B') EXvinonMEnT AND
thee Third T2 GAD contributed to the clarification of the use of the term § LS TN
Conference ““mander roles™ mmstead of “wommen 1ssmes " (FAD clambhed bow
on Wonman mascubitety and fermmmimmity and thewr zssociated roles wwans
1 Mamrobs 1o soctally constracted, bems the oatcomes of percephons and
1985 bizs (Dakley 1972 Rubin 1975). The dmnsion of labor was

demonstrated o be a gendered percephion: the soane explanation
wras valid as well for the disimbution of power within m=hhohons.

(Gender 1990s (1995 G achon Imoorporates a2 gender perspectve 1ndo 2ll poheles,
MMomsireanmnig Beayjing programs, and actminhes. The purpose of gender mnoinshresrmings
(AT also knowm Declarahion 15 to ensure that pender consrderations sre considered m all
as “mamstreanmne and Platfram areas of decisron-making and that policies and programs do
sender ecpuality™ for Achon) not umnternfionally perpetuate pender ineqguzlihes. Tha= cam
(G E) be accomplished by ensumng that gender conmderations ame
considered in all decrsion-making areas.
(ander 2010 to pressnt “It seeks to actmvely exoprane. challenee and transfoemn the
Tran=formatmre mnderhing causes of gender 1nequality rooted m mequtable
Approaches socizl structures and instrtuhons. It promotes gendear
or Gender tran=formatmre change at the mdiradasl and sv=tenme lavel 2
Transformaatme and across informal mdhmlThHEhquLﬁe__&tmecmuf )~ | Islalals
Action (GTAY gender tramsformmathve programamm e e interventons that aino R(tht[edge HCJ 1db00|’< Of
at addressm e pracixcal gender needs (e g . knowledee sklls, \"'\/Fiter D:D]Of “lﬂf“,y

access to productve resomrees) and strategrc gender Intenssts
{e.g.. deciston-making power, posiiion’status m soceety)

by tnggernng changes m agency, social relations and socizal
stroctores™ (FACQ, TEATY and WEP 20200 Oither actons foresee
gender budegeting a5 a strategy for changing the econormme assets
of development projects.
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Box 15.1 Timeline of Official Recognition of Women's Role in
Water-related Issues

1992 Dhbhn Pranciples on the role of women in decision-mzkmms 1n the water sector. These

prnnciples hold that: (1) freshwrater 15 2 fimte and vulnerable resource essenfial to sustain hfe

development, and the emaronment; (2) water developosent and management should be based on a

parbcipatory approach, imrobing users. plamnners. and policymakers at all levels; (3) women play

a central part in the prownsion, management, and safesuarding of water; and (4) water has an eco-

nomec value mm all 1ts competing uses and should be recopmzed as an economc zood.

* At the United Natons Conference on Envmronment and Development 1n Fio de Janemo (Tune 1992,
it was determined that the parbcipaton of women was wital for the proper management of water,

« 1992 AGENDA 21, chapters 18 and 24 menhoned the role of wonsen 10 sustainable developosent
and In water resource nuana Fement.

= 1995 The UN Beymg Platform for Action hsted among 1ts strategic objectves the achve mvolve-

ment of women m emuronmental decision-making at all levels.
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Water-related Issues

= 2002 The Johannesburg Flan of Implementation of the 2002 TN World Summut on Sustanable
Development mentioned that all water mfizstucture and services should be pender sensiive.

* United Nations Secumty Council Eesoluhon 1325 on Women, Peace and Secunty (adopted on
31 October 2000) focused on the role of women mn peace, conflict resolubon, and secunfty.

*  Between 2000 and 2019 mechoding the UMNSC 1325 resoluton, there were ten different resolutions
of the UN Secunty Council on women, peace, and secunty

* The Millermimm Development Goals (MDD 3 Promote gender equabty and empower women).

*  The Sustamable Development Goals (Goal 5, Goal 6).

*  The 2005-2015 Infernahonal Decade for Action, “Water for Life ™

*  The 20182028 Internationzl Decade for Action on Water for Sustamable Development.
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Scale and Intersectionality D

Water diplomacy 15 rarely affected by debates around gender 1ssues, but there are some examples.

At the commumty level, Sultana (2011) sought to explamn gender roles among women around
water collection in rural Bangladesh and how their relationships mfluenced discussions on water

securlty. Extrapelating, gendered aspects of regional conflicts mn transboundary systems may
sinularly affect transboundary relations. According to Offutt (2022), the mohbization of gen-
dered 1dentities at a local level among the commumties of the Cochabamba Valley in Boliva
and the Heiltsuk (Bnfish Columbia) played a crucial role mm mediating conflicts and shapimng
the state. In contrast, bulding on a national 1deology, Fantim (2020} observed how propaganda
targeting Ethiopian “mothers” on the Grand Ethnopian Fenaissance Dam (GEED) bult pubhc
support for the dam by creating a gendered narrative focused on the “need to protect womens'
hivehhoods™.
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Figwre 25.1 Water diplomacy pyranud of women's presence and participation at different scales of decision-
making and water negofiations.
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When evaluating the presence and
effectiveness of women’s participation in
transboundary water, it is important to consider

intersectiona lity =— that is, how a

woman’s experience and effectiveness might be
Influenced by other overlapping identities such
as race, economic status, and disability. These
Intersectionalities can create unique
experiences of discrimination and privilege.
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EXAMPLE of the intersectionality of gender roles and race is E%E\,EI,?OAD

Included in a series of interviews collected by ter Horst. One
Interview features an interview with the only Black woman
at the Water Commission of Namibia at the time. She
recounts how, soon after the independence of Namibia, she
happened to be not only the only woman in her position at

Routledge Handbo f

the Department of Water Affairs but also the only Black s RSy
woman. Being both a woman and Black uniquely shaped ——
others’ perceptions of her as an individual and as a
professional: she remembers how she used to be asked if
she was a secretary (ter Horst et al. 2022).

: anihsen
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The University of Bergamo joined the UNESCO Coalition for the
Acceleration of Gender Equality in the Water Domain (April 2024)

EHo

unesco

Workd Water
Assessment Programme

Accelerating
Gender Equality
in the Water Domain

Through a Multi-stakeholder Call for Action
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JUSTWATER as a tool to HELP BUILDING NARRATIVES
OF WATER AND AGRIULTURAL PRODUCTION

SILENT NARRATIVES
WOMENS’ ROLES

HYDRO SOCIAL NARRATIVES OF VIRTUAL WATER
AND WATER CONSUMPTION
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